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This poster aligns with the thematic line "
Institucionalization" by analyzing how SL projects
in a polytechnic context translate global
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into
situated actions, responding to concrete
challenges in Alto Minho. This contribution is
linked to the IPVC Strategic Plan, Sustainable and
Inclusive Campus axis, which reinforces the
cross-cutting integration of the SDGs into the
content of the curricular units, operationalizing
them, among others, through Service Learning
projects that establish a bridge between local
challenges in Alto Minho and global sustainable
development agendas.

The Inclusive School - Service Learning project
involves students and teachers from IPVC, as well
as community partners, mainly concentrated in the
Alto Minho region, but also from other regions. All
were involved in co-creating solutions that
respond to concrete challenges in the territory and
promote meaningful experiential learning, while
fostering the development of students' motivation
and critical thinking. Since 2013, the project has
involved more than 1,300 students, 89 teachers,
and 60 partner institutions (social and community
organizations, municipalities, schools).

The Polytechnic University of Viana do Castelo
(PUVC) is progressively integrating Service
Learning as a pedagogical strategy to achieve its
mission of territorial cohesion and social
innovation. This poster analyses the SL projects
developed, mapping how they ground SDGs
articulating academic curriculum, community
needs and commitment to social responsibility.

The experience of participating in Service-Learning
projects has proven to be highly valuable for
students' personal and academic development.
Not only does it allow them to reflect on curricular
content, put professional skills into practice, and
increase their motivation for their studies, but it
also sparks their interest in the challenges facing
local communities and deepens their
understanding of social issues. In this way, students
actively contribute to the sustainable development
of the communities in which they are involved,
ultimately supporting the advancement of the
SDG's.
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The design of SL projects at IPVC articulates the
needs posed by global challenges (SDGs) and the
needs situated in the Alto Minho region,
specifically identified by community partners.

The ApS projects developed at the institution
reinterpret the SDGs in light of the needs,
resources, and knowledge of the territory,
converting abstract goals into concrete and
pedagogically meaningful actions. At PUVC the
achievement of SDGs through Service Learning
operates on three integrated levels:
contextualization, which interprets global goals in
light of the specificities of the Alto Minho region;
articulation, which addresses the interdependence
between different SDGs; and appropriation, which
ensures that communities are co-creators of
interventions/solutions and not merely passive
recipients.

When submitting SL project proposals, partners or teachers must assign up to two SDGs, taking into account
the proposed objectives and activities. Analyzing the 106 projects developed, among the most frequently
mentioned SDGs, SDG 4 (Quality Education) stands out with 29%, SDG 3 (Good Health) with 16%, and SDG 17
(Partnerships) with 14%. With the exception of SDGs 6 and 7, all are assigned to a project. The least referenced
are SDGs 1, 5, 8, and 14, with a percentage of less than 2%. In this communication, we will compare the SDGs
attributed to SL projects and the SDGs attributed by the teachers for the curricular plan units in which they
were developed, understanding the level of coincidence, to understand the coherence of the project with the
objective of the curricular unit.
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his project demonstrates how mapping SDGs in Service Learning practices can prove subjective, depending
on the perspectives adopted and the methodologies used. On the one hand, partners define the SDGs for the
project, while teachers establish the SDGs in the course plans—and these two dimensions are not always
perfectly aligned. This situation may require closer work with partners, improving communication about the
incorporation of projects into the courses. On the other hand, students and teachers may interpret the impact
of their actions differently from the perception of the communities, highlighting the need for more
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