School Canteen Redesign: Design Solutions and Service-Learning Experience
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1. Social Justice: The project frames Service-
Learning as social justice, promoting inclusion,
accessibility, and well-being in line with the SDGs.
2. Voices and Networks: This experience unites
students, the school, and local authorities, fostering
dialogue and community networks.

3. Pedagogy of ApS: The project uses project-based
learning to connect Environmental Design with
social and educational challenges, fostering care,
and inclusion. 4. Research and Institutionalization:
This initiative integrates Service-Learning into first-
year design curricula, combining teaching,
learning, and community service. 5. Impact and
Multifocal Evaluation: The project generates
academic, social, and community impact,
enhancing students’ design skills and civic
engagement while providing tangible benefits for
the school.

First-year students in the Environmental Design
degree at IPVC.

The renovation of the canteen at Escola Basica José Pinheiro aims to create a more functional, safe, and
welcoming space for students aged . The proposed solutions include an optimized layout for smoother

circulation, ergonomic and age-appropriate furniture, pleasant colors, improved lighting, and spaces adapted

for social interaction and students with special needs. Following the APS methodology, first-year
Environmental Design students from IPVC apply their theoretical knowledge in a real-world context,

proposing practical solutions, fostering inclusion, and enhancing the overall school experience. The result is a
comfortable, stimulating, and accessible canteen that promotes well-being, social interaction, and community

engagement.

The canteen at Escola Basica José Pinheiro is being
renovated to create a safe, functional, and
welcoming space for students aged 2 to 10. Using

the Service-Learning (APS) methodology, first-
year Environmental Design students from IPVC
applied practical design skills to propose inclusive,
age-appropriate, and sustainable solutions.

Learnings from this project were significant.
Students gained practical design experience in
space planning, user-centered design, and material
selection, while developing skills in creativity,
collaboration, and inclusive design. They learned to
balance visual aesthetics with functionality,
comfort, and accessibility, applying sustainable and
adaptable solutions. The canteen renovation
demonstrates how design, APS methodology, and
practical learning can converge to create a
functional, stimulating, and inclusive environment.
The redesigned space promotes student well-
being, facilitates smoother meal routines,
encourages social interaction, and strengthens
community engagement. Simultaneously, it
provides students with hands-on experience in
environmental design, showing how thoughtful,
user-centered design can generate meaningful,
real-world outcomes.
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The canteen serves students, from nursery to the
first cycle, and addresses essential needs for
nutrition, comfort, and social interaction. Current
challenges include inefficient circulation, long
waiting times, and limited spaces for interaction,
especially for older students. The proposed
solutions aim to improve the canteen service and
include: layout optimization for smoother
circulation, ergonomic and age-appropriate
furniture, improved lighting, pleasant colors,
acoustic treatments, clear signage, and dedicated
areas for social interaction and students with
special needs. These solutions ensure that the
canteen is functional, inclusive, and welcoming,
providing a safe and stimulating environment that
supports well-being, learning, and community
engagement.

The renovation of the canteen at Escola Basica José Pinheiro shows how thoughtful design
can improve functionality, comfort, and inclusion for students aged 2 to 10. Proposed
solutions such as layout optimization, ergonomic furniture, improved lighting, and inclusive
spaces address circulation issues, waiting times, and accessibility challenges. The
Municipality of Mongao will be responsible for selecting one of the proposed solutions and
implementing it, ensuring that the project results in tangible improvements for the school
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